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Seedling quality



Nursery Coop 

• SFNMC has been receiving calls about  some problems with seedling quality 
for last season.

• Numerous outplanted seedlings had turned orange/ brown in color with 
underlying green foliage present.

• Problems may be linked to the weather in late 2016 and early 2017
• Temperature
• Rainfall
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Temperature
• November

93% of days had a maximum 
temperature above 65 °F

• December

45% of days had a maximum 
temperature above 65 °F

• January

55% of days had a maximum 
temperature above 65 °F

• February

86% of days had a maximum 
temperature above 65 °F
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Chilling hours from a central Georgia location for 
growing season 

Number of chilling hours (T <= 45 °F)

2012-
2013

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

2015 -
2016

2016-
2017

November 188 204 299 63 78

December 212 270 215 95 189

January 214 509 394 344 174

February 320 288 436 247 78
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Statewide abnormalities for February using a 100 year 
average for maximum temperature (°F)
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Statewide abnormalities for February using a 100 year 
average for precipitation
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Management Alert 2017 - 01
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